
 
 

Children Are Unbeatable! is an alliance of organisations and 

individuals seeking legal reform so that children may have equal 
protection from assault, and to promote positive, non-violent discipline.  

 

Young children are unbeatable!  
but they are being hit in the UK ‒ it should stop 
Add your voice to early years support for the Alliance  

 
Children Are Unbeatable! Alliance aims 
We believe that the traditional defence of “reasonable punishment” works against the aims which 
we and the Government of a modern UK share: the encouragement of positive parental discipline in 
all families, and assurance of effective child protection in the few cases where it is needed. 
 
We believe it is both wrong and impracticable to seek to define acceptable forms of corporal 
punishment of children.  
 
Such an exercise is unjust. Hitting children is a lesson in bad behaviour. Removing the defence of 
“reasonable punishment” and thus giving children in their homes and in all other settings equal 
protection under the law on assault is the only just, moral and safe way to clarify the law. While 
technically this would criminalize any assault of a child, trivial assaults, like trivial assaults between 
adults, would not be prosecuted. There already exist adequate means to prevent unwarranted or 
unhelpful prosecutions. It would on the other hand ease prosecution in serious cases. It would eliminate 
the current dangerous confusion over what is acceptable and provide a clear basis for child protection. 
 
There is ample evidence from other countries to show that full legal reform, coupled with the 
promotion of effective means of positive discipline, works rapidly to reduce reliance on corporal 
punishment and reduces the need for prosecutions and other formal interventions in families. Using 
positive forms of discipline reduces stress and improves relationships between children, their 
parents and other carers.  

 
I/We have read the aims of the Alliance. Please add my/our name to the list of supporters.  I/We 
understand that this is a public list and that signing it does not commit me/us to making a donation 
to CAU! or taking part in any action. 

 
Name/name of organisation___________________________________________________ 
 
Contact at organisation (if applic.)_______________________________________________ 
 
Signed______________________________________________  Date __________________ 
 
Tel________________________________       Fax_________________________________ 
 
Email______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Return this form to:  
Children Are Unbeatable! Alliance, 94 White Lion Street, London N1 9PF 

http://www.childrenareunbeatable.org.uk/pages/sign-up.html

